MCS Independent Study Program Information & Agreement 2011-2012
Enrollment Eligibility and Fees: Enrollment in the Maryville Christian School Independent Study Program for grades 9-12 is available to home educating families committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, who are in agreement with the MCS statement of faith, policies, procedures, and standards, and have enrolled previously in our Home School Umbrella. The student must live in Blount County or one of the surrounding Tennessee counties, and must not have been under disciplinary action from another school. The annual enrollment fee is $180 for the first student and $90 for each additional student in the same family. No refunds are made if the student leaves the program during the year. There is a $45 fee for the TerraNova 3 given in the ninth grade. Application must be made by July 1. Students who wish to graduate early must give notification at registration.  Otherwise, additional fees will be assessed. Graduates that have not paid the full enrollment fee for four years must pay a $30 diploma fee.    

Teacher Qualifications: The home teacher MUST:

1)  be the student’s parent or legal guardian. Except in the case of dual enrollment classes taken at a college, the parent must be the student’s primary instructor. Credit will NOT be accepted from high school co-ops holding classes three days a week.
2)  have a high school diploma or GED.

3)  have demonstrated the ability to teach as shown by the student’s progress documented by standardized test scores.  

4)  have no outside job that would leave the student unsupervised during the school day.

5)  participate in at least six training experiences per year, including books, tapes, videos, newsletters or magazines, or workshops sponsored by churches, support groups, or the SMHEA Family Resource Fair. These experiences, which are reported on the Teacher In-Service Documentation form at the end of the year, must relate directly to the teaching and/or parenting skills of the home teacher. This also includes time spent educating yourself about college or vocational options for your student.  

6)  certify by signing the Teacher Agreement (on flipside) that he agrees with the MCS statement of faith and

will abide by the program’s policies, including timely reporting of grades and attendance.

Academic Guidelines: Upon receipt of enrollment materials and fees, the student, the parent, and the MCS Independent Study Coordinator will meet to develop an Individual Education Plan to ensure that the student completes 24 credits in the requisite courses for graduation. One credit equals 130 hours of instruction or completion of a high school text geared for a year of study. The parent may not report more than 8 credits per year. All the language arts (literature, composition, grammar, spelling, and vocabulary) are included in ONE credit for English each year. Curriculum must meet or exceed standards required by the State of Tennessee for graduation for either the vocational or college preparatory track. Please refer to MCSISP Coursework Guideline sheet for additional information. An Individual Education Plan is prepared for each student enrolled. However, it is the parent/teacher responsibility to be aware of any additional coursework required for admission to a specific college. 
Testing:  Students in grade nine must take the TerraNova 3 at MCS March 14-15. If a student with special needs requires alternative testing, arrangements must be made at the time of enrollment. Additional fees may be required. Students in grades 10-12 must take the ACT each year by registering directly with the testing agency (www.act.org). Test results must be sent to MCS (school code 431-301). Register early for more time and location options. Students must score at least an 18 to receive a diploma from MCS.   

Paperwork:  Curriculum Worksheets must be turned in no later than two weeks past the end of each semester, with grades reported in numerical or percentage form. The grading scale is: A/93-100, B+/90-92, B/85-89, C+/80-84, C/77-79, D/70-76. Attendance reports are due no later than two weeks past the end of each nine week period.  Failure to report attendance raises questions of truancy, which would prevent us from certifying the student’s eligibility for a driver’s license. There is a $25/delinquent month fine for late reports. Habitual late reporting will result in the student not being allowed to register with MCS the following year.
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